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I was talking to an excited new Cannondale bike owner at last year’s USA Pro Challenge in Colorado.
The conversation covered the range of topics—road bikes, the race, the riders—you’d expect at an event like that. As 
our discussion evolved, we moved on to commuter bikes, mountain bikes, apparel, and even the people who make and 
design all of these amazing products. The enthusiast wanted to know more. And as his questions continued to flow, I 
was equally excited to answer them.

When that organic conversation ended, I don’t know who had enjoyed it more. Conversations like these remind us about 
the excitement we all have for everything biking. You may consider yourself a roadie, or prefer to ride an 8-inch-travel 
mountain bike, but there is a common connection and appreciation for two-wheeled technology that thrills us all.

We all remember those moments when our bike of choice dances beneath us in sheer perfection as we shred a sticky 
single-track, crest a peak on a monumental road climb, or hopscotch through traffic on our way to work.

We depend on our two-wheeled partner to not only provide the mechanical efficiency we expect, but also be the trusted 
companion that will join us on any adventure. Most importantly, our bike is the tool that helps us reach beyond what we 
thought possible, and calls us back day after day.

When we first met, and we introduced you to the Cannondale Gazette, you found a magazine created to celebrate 
the beauty and culture of road riding and racing. But when I think back to that conversation in Colorado, and to my 
own personal adventures, I can’t think of better reasons to expand the contents of the Cannondale Gazette while still 
retaining its original mission.

In 2015, the Cannondale Gazette will begin to share and feature all aspects of cycling and riding. The amazing sport 
we love has so many technologies, personalities and adventures that can be shared—and that’s what we are going to 
do. While some of the publication’s issues will have a heavier focus on a particular segment of the sport or lifestyle, 
every issue will touch on all the different aspects. From bikes to apparel, from pro racers to celebrities, the connection 
is always the passion for riding.

We want our conversation with you to grow like it did for me in Colorado, and evolve into all things biking. I look 
forward to sharing stories about every type of Cannondale bike, and about riders such as Jérôme Clementz, Andrew 
Talansky, Marco Fontana and Tim Johnson. We’ll introduce you to new friends and old—pro surfers and motocross 
riders, celebrities, and the people behind the Cannondale brand who bring you the mind-blowing bikes, apparel, 
accessories and helmets.

It has been a wonderful ride since our first issue in 2012, and the ride is far from over…. Welcome to the new Gazette! 
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Welcome to the Cannondale GAZETTE

Michael de Leon, Editor



Upcoming Events
CANNONDALE GARMIN

JAN. 7: CANNONDALE GARMIN TEAM LAUNCH, NYC 
JAN. 18-25: SANTOS TOUR DOWN UNDER 
JAN. 19-25: TOUR SAN LUIS, ARGENTINA 

FEB. 4-14: CANNONDALE GARMIN TEAM CAMP

CANNONDALE CYCLOCROSS
JAN. 7-11, AUSTIN, TX:  USAC CYCLOCROSS NATL’ CHAMPIONSHIPS  

JAN. 18: ROUBAIX, UCI WORLD CUP (RACE)
JAN. 25: HOOGERHEIDE, UCI WORLD CUP (RACE)

JAN. 31-FEB. 1, TABOR, CZECH REP., WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (RACE)

CANNONDALE TRIATHLON
JAN. 11: PUCON 70.3

FEB. 27: CHALLENGE DUBAI 70.3
MAR. 15: IRONMAN PUERTO RICO 70.3
MAR. 16: IRONMAN 70.3 MONTERREY

MAR. 28: OCEANSIDE, CA 70.3
MAR. 29: IRONMAN SOUTH AFRICA

CANNONDALE MOUNTAIN BIKE
FEB. 26-MAR. 1: CYPRUS STAGE RACE

PHOTOS: JAKE HAMM



JACK BAUER 
BORN: 4/7/1985 
FROM: Takaka, New Zealand 
Jack came to professional 
cycling late and has been 
going full speed ever since, 
earning 10th place in the 2012 
Olympic Games road race, 
winning Stage 2 of the 2011 
Tour of Utah and earning the 
respect and favor of fans after 
his heroic efforts on Stage 15 
of the 2014 Tour de France. 

ALBERTO BETTIOL 
@albertobettiol 
BORN: 10/29/1993 
FROM: Poggibonsi, Italy 
Alberto is a young hopeful 
from the Italian peloton. He 
had a stellar U-23 career 
winning Firenze-Empoli, 
the Coppa del Grano and 
the Giro delle Province.

NATE BROWN 
@Natebrown0707
BORN: 7/7/1991
FROM: Colorado Springs, CO
Nate is an all-around rider 
who won the U.S. National 
U-23 TT Championship, 
finished 1st overall in the 2013 
Tour de Beauce, and earned 
the “Most Courageous” rider 
award on Stage 4 of the 
2013 Tour of California.

ANDRÉ CARDOSO 
@Acordoso84
BORN: 9/3/1984
FROM: Porto, Portugal
This Portuguese climber was 
5th at the Vuelta a Burgos 
in 2013 and earned a 4th 
place at the GP Induráin in 
2014. Look for him helping 
the GC contenders when the 
roads get steep and long.

TOM DANIELSON 
@tomdanielson
BORN: 3/13/1978
FROM: East Lyme, CT
A fan favorite in the U.S., 
Tommy D is a veteran rider 
who shines brightest on 
impossible and relentless 
climbs, especially in Colorado 
and Utah—where he won 
the Tour of Utah overall 
in 2014 before taking an 
impressive 2nd place at the 
2014 USA Pro Challenge.

JOE DOMBROWSKI 
@JoeDombro
BORN: 5/12/1991
FROM: Marshall, VA
Joe is joining the Cannondale-
Garmin Pro Cycling team after 
a couple of seasons with Team 
Sky, learning the ropes from 
Chris Froome and Bradley 
Wiggins. Joe is a talented 
climber, earning top-10 stage 
finishes in the Tour de Suisse 
and Tour of Austria in 2014.

DAVIDE FORMOLO 
@davideformolo
BORN: 10/25/1992
FROM: Negrar, Italy
Another outstanding under-23 
rider, Davide won the Trofeo 
Learco Guerra and placed 
second at the hilly Giro della 
Valle d’Aosta. He excels 
when the road turns up. 
Look for him when races 
head to the mountains.

NATHAN HAAS 
@NathanPeterHaas
BORN: 3/12/1989
FROM: Brisbane, Australia
Nathan is starting the 2015 
race season coming off a 
solid victory in the late-
season Japan Cup. Look 
for him at the Tour Down 
Under—where he finished 
3rd overall and earned 2nd 
place on Stage 3 in 2014.

RYDER HESJEDAL 
@Ryder_Hesjedal
BORN: 12/09/1980
FROM: Victoria, Canada
Winner of the 2012 Giro 
d’Italia, Ryder is a stage race 
and one-day classics specialist 
with a gift for climbing and 
time trialing. Ryder will 
be one of the leaders for 
Cannondale-Garmin Pro 
Cycling when the Grand Tours 
begin and the pressure is on.
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LASSE NORMAN 
HANSEN 
@Lasse_Norman
BORN: 2/11/1992
FROM: Faaborg, Denmark
Lasse is a young talent 
who won an Olympic gold 
medal for Denmark in the 
London Olympic Games 
in 2012 in the omnium. He 
also finished 4th in the U-23 
World Championships TT 
and finished third overall 
at the 2014 Dubai Tour.



ALEX HOWES 
@Alex_Howes
BORN: 1/1/1988
FROM: Golden, CO
Alex is a power climber who 
won Stage 7 of the USA Pro 
Challenge in 2014 (and came 
in 2nd on Stages 1 and 2), 
and dominated Stage 5 of 
the Tour of Utah in 2009.

BEN KING 
@BenKing89
BORN: 3/22/1989
FROM: Richmond, VA
Ben is an aggressive rider and 
breakaway specialist earning 
the overall Most Aggressive 
Rider in the 2014 USA Pro 
Challenge. He was also the 
2010 U.S. National Road Race 
Champion, kick-starting his 
career to the UCI World Tour.

TED KING 
@iamtedking
BORN: 1/31/1983
FROM: Brentwood, NH
One of the most unselfish 
riders in the peloton, Ted 
specializes in creating success 
for his teammates. At 6-foot-
2, the New Hampshirite can 
be seen hammering out a 
powerful tempo at the head 
of the peloton to chase down 
breakaways—if he’s not part 
of the breakaway himself.

KRISTIJAN KOREN 
BORN: 11/25/1986
FROM: Postojina, Slovenia
Kristjan is the definitive 
rouleur (or all-rounder), 
with a high pedigree as a 
time-trial specialist and is the 
former Slovenian national TT 
champ. Look for him using 
his TT legs at the head of the 
peloton and setting up sprints.

SEBASTIAN LANGEVELD 
@Sebaslangeveld
BORN: 1/17/1985
FROM: Leiden, the 
Netherlands
Think classics. Sebastian 
won the Dutch national 
road championship in 2014, 
as well as finishing 8th at 
Paris-Roubaix and 10th at 
the Tour of Flanders. Look 
for him when the team 
heads to the cobbles.
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DAN MARTIN 
@Danmartin86
BORN: 8/20/1986
FROM: Birmingham, UK
Dan enters the 2015 season 
as one of Cannondale-Garmin 
Pro Cycling’s leaders. He 
won the 2014 Il Lombardia 
and had an impressive Vuelta 
a España. This winner of 
Liège-Bastogne-Liège and a 
Tour de France stage in 2013 
looks to have a breakout year 
in 2015. When the roads get 
steep, look for Dan Martin to 
be at the head of the peloton.

MATEJ MOHORIC 
@matmohoric
BORN: 10/19/1994
FROM: Kranj, Slovenia
Matej is heading into his 
second season in the pro 
ranks. He likes to win. He 
won the World Junior Road 
Championship in 2012, and 
the under-23 title in 2013, 
his first year in that category. 
This 20-year-old Slovenian 
sensation looks to continue 
his development in 2015.

MORENO MOSER 
@MorenoMoser
BORN: 12/25/1990
FROM: Palù di Giovo, Italy
The 24-year old Moreno—
the nephew of the great 
Francesco Moser—is carving 
his own path in professional 
cycling. In his first pro season 
in 2012, he won the Trofeo 
Laigueglia and two stages 
and the overall at the Tour 
of Poland. In 2013, he won 
Strade Bianche after a solo 
breakaway. He went on to 
take 3rd place in the double-
Alpe d’Huez stage of his debut 
Tour de France in 2013.

RAMUNAS 
NAVARDAUKAS 
@Ramunas88
BORN: 1/30/1988
FROM: Silale, Lithuania
An all-around rider, Ramunas 
starts the 2015 season with 
a slew of 2014 victories to 
look back on: He won Stage 
19 of the Tour de France, 
the Lithuania national TT 
championship, and the 
Circuit de la Sarthe overall. 
He also won Stage 11 of 
the 2013 Giro d’Italia.

KRISTOFFER SKJERPING 
@kskjerping
BORN: 5/4/1993
FROM: Gjerdrum, Norway
This young GC rider caught 
the world’s attention when he 
took an impressive 3rd place 
in the 2014 world U-23 road 
championship in Spain. He 
also finished 2nd in the U-23 
Ronde Van Vlaanderen. This is 
his first year on Cannondale-
Garmin Pro Cycling.

TOM-JELTE SLAGTER 
@tomjelteslagter
BORN: 7/01/1989
FROM: Groningen, 
the Netherlands
Tom had an impressive 2014, 
winning Stages 4 and 7 of 
Paris-Nice and finishing 6th 
in Liège-Bastogne-Liège. He 
specializes in short, uphill 
finishes and hilly races. Tom 
also won the overall at the 
2013 Tour Down Under.
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ALAN MARANGONI 
@alanmarangoni
BORN: 7/16/1984
FROM: Lugo, Italy
A time-trial specialist, Alan 
boasts a passionate fan 
base in Italy (where they 
call him “Maranga”). This 
hard-working rider will be 
working hard in the Grand 
Tours, protecting and helping 
the team’s GC contenders.



ANDREW TALANSKY 
@AndrewTalansky
BORN: 11/23/1988
FROM: Miami, Florida
Lives: Napa, CA
An American hopeful for 
a future Grand Tour win, 
Andrew won the 2014 
Critérium Dauphiné ahead 
of Alberto Contador. After an 
excellent 10th-place finish 
in the 2013 Tour de France, 
all eyes are on him to have 
an impressive July in 2015.

DYLAN VAN BAARLE 
@dylanvanbaarle
BORN: 5/21/1992
FROM: Voorburg, 
the Netherlands
Dylan is a time-trial specialist 
with hopes for success in the 
classics. He was the overall 
winner of the 2014 Tour of 
Britain, finished 10th overall 
in the 2014 Dubai Tour and 
was the 2013 Dutch national 
U-23 road and TT champion.

DAVIDE VILLELLA 
@Davide_villella
BORN: 6/27/1991
FROM: Magenta, Italy
Davide is a young, Italian 
talent who won the U-23 
Piccolo Giro di Lombardia, 
and earned 3rd places in 
the Coppa Sabatini and Giro 
dell’Emilia in 2013, and 
took 4th overall at the 2014 
Arctic Race of Norway.

RUBEN ZEPUNTKE 
@rubenzepuntke
BORN: 1/29/1993
FROM: Düsseldorf, Germany
Ruben is a young talent 
from Germany who joins 
Cannondale-Garmin Pro 
Cycling from the Bissell 
Development team and taking 
a stage and 3rd overall at 
the 2014 Tour of Alberta.

PHOTOS: JAKE HAMM
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SAILING AWAY
TEAM BUILDING IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

The new Cannondale-Garmin Pro Cycling team took part in a unique 
teambuilding exercise in the British Virgin Islands in November in an 
effort to bring two former squads into one competitive unit. We had the 
chance to talk with overall team manager Jonathan Vaughters about 
the trip before he and the new squad boarded planes and headed to a 
tropical paradise; and we caught up with team member Ted King to get 
his thoughts after the team returned home.

CAP’N VAUGHTERS
Tell us about the sailing trip and why you are doing it? This sailing 
trip is going to be a key element. If we had a camp where we just go out 
and ride our bikes a bunch in November and did a little administrative 
work, bike fits, so on and so forth, we would have a group of Italians off 
over here having dinner at one table, and a group over here at another 
table, and the friendships from past years would remain intact—and there 
would be no intermingling. There would be no new friendship bonded.

By tearing that totally apart [we are] basically not allowing there to be any 
sort of cliques. I absolutely hate cliques, inside of teams and elsewhere 
in society. By not allowing that to happen, we will allow new friendships 
to flourish, new relationships to flourish, and overcome that obstacle of 
people coming from different cultures.

Where are you going and why? We are going to the British Virgin 
Islands, which is some of the best sailing ground in the world. And, we’ll 
be going out with a team of skippers—actually the first women’s team 
ever to compete in the America’s Cup, and they almost won it. Now they 
teach sailing—or more sailboat racing.

How will it all work? We will divide up into teams. We will be dividing 
that up into basically who I feel needs to figure out how to work with one 
another—and that are going to have to work with one another. Basically, 
we are going to throw the guys into a situation that’s foreign to them, 
that forces them to work together as a team, that’s uncomfortable. I’m 
100-percent sure they are going to get very competitive with one another. 
And that competitiveness will basically force them to work together as a 
team because there’s no chance you are going fast if you don’t—and they 
all want to win.

What are you hoping the riders will take away from this trip? 
The bonding basically becomes a mechanism that is there because of 
their innate competitiveness, and the same thing that is sort of keeping 
them all a little bit distant from one another right now. That same sort 
of competitiveness or alpha maleness is exactly what will drive them to 
learn how to work together because they are going to want to beat the 
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“Twenty years from now, you will be more disappointed by 
the things you didn’t do than those you did. So throw off the 

bowlines. Sail away from safe harbor. Catch the wind in 
your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.” — Mark Twain
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other boat. It should be fun. I think it will bring these guys together in a 
way that will be really unexpected, and by the time we hit the end of the 
week, you will see a team and not a group of individuals.

PIRATE TED
Ted King is the master of pirate jokes (more on that later). We caught up 
with him when he got back home to a much colder New Hampshire, to 
find out if the great sailing experiment was a success.

The sailing adventure seemed like a creative way to bring two 
teams together…. I’ve been saying it daily since getting off the boat: 
This was hands down the best teambuilding team camp ever created. 
And I absolutely mean that. When you take 20-something pro cyclists 
who think they’re pretty hot stuff, and then put them in an environment 
entirely foreign to them, where the only way to succeed is to rely heavily 
on each other—oh, and do this all surrounded by the Caribbean waters 
and Virgin Islands—that type of team camp is unparalleled for decades 
to come. Likely forever. Well, maybe if you shot a team to the moon, you 
could rival our adventure. I don’t think NASA would dig that.

Who was on your boat and was it fun, difficult, inspiring, 
seasickness inducing, or all of the above? On our boat the SS 
Minnow—okay, I forget the name of our boat!—I had an awesome lineup: 
[Tom] Danielson, my teammate from last year, Alberto Bettiol, and Lasse 
Hansen. Plus, all the skippers (the folks on the boats who had an idea of 
what on earth was going on) were from San Diego, except for Glen, our 
esteemed skipper from Gloucester, Massachusetts. As a New Englander 
myself, within five minutes of meeting Glen, we had a handful of friends 

in common, so that was a hoot. We would swap boats and intermingle 
teams throughout each day, but going back to that crew on our home boat 
each evening was a blast.

Was their rum for the victors? I had two off-seasons this off-season. 
The first one was foreseen and planned after nine months of racing. The 
second one occurred on sailboats circumnavigating the BVIs. Google 
“BVI Painkiller”—we had to sample each harbor’s tweak on this special 
beverage.

Who surprised you the most with their nautical prowess? I was 
on the boat when Tommy D was sailing literally blindfolded—this was a 
teambuilding camp, after all [and] you want to rely on your teammates, 
so try sailing blind! We smoked that race, but again, that was the success 
of the team.

Can you describe what you learned from the trip about yourself/
teammates? I have to go back to my first [answer in this] Q&A. This was 
an incredible experience unlike any other. You could climb the tallest 
peak on each continent—and this was still time better spent to build a 
single unit of a cycling team. The coming together of two teams could 
be a challenge, but to be part of this…amalgamation, it just made the 
entire trip make sense. This now united Cannondale-Garmin Pro Cycling 
team knows how to compete, knows how to have fun, knows how to play 
pranks, knows how to be dead serious, knows how to come together. 
Being put in an element so far from our norm, you really see a person and 
a team in its rawest form. This was perfect.

“This was hands down the best teambuilding team 
camp ever created. And I absolutely mean that.” –Ted King

PLAY

http://www.pelotonmagazine-digital.com/pelotonmagazine/gazette012015/TrackLink.action?pageName=10&exitLink=javascript%3AopenPopup%28%27youtu_1420817096026%27%29


TOTAL TALANSKY

Tell us about your first bike? Oh man. The first bike I remember having 
and really riding was this mountain bike I rode in Miami, Florida. I was 
doing laps around with tennis shoes and a T-shirt.

Did you play other sports growing up? Growing up, I was really 
into surfing, skateboarding and snowboarding. I was never really into 
organized sports until high school where I swam and ran cross-country, 
and then I got into cycling. I was never really into the team sports, but 
cycling ends up being quite a team sport!

Do you remember your first race? The first bike race I won was the 
first one I ever did. It got me hooked. It was a weekend race and I didn’t 
know anything about cycling. It was in South Florida. I just attacked, and 
that feeling of getting away was great. I went as hard as I could from the 
start and I was hooked from that point on.

At what point did you think you could race professional? Honestly, 
not for a while. I was focused on cycling in high school and started my 
junior year. I went to a good high school and had good options for college, 
but when we went to junior nationals I started thinking about it. The 
result itself wasn’t anything amazing, but the guys I finished with were 
Ben King, Tejay [van Garderen], Alex Howes…and they were impressive. 

I knew who they all were but they didn’t know who I was! That showed 
me that after being on the bike for only six months I can be here riding 
with these guys, then maybe this was something worth pursuing.

Favorite training loop? My favorite ride is where I live now in Napa 
Valley, California. There’s a climb, Spring Mountain, with a 12-percent 
average. It drops down into Santa Rosa, then there’s three or four more 
climbs along the way to get back to Napa. In the winter, it’s my favorite as 
it’s a quiet time of year.

Your greatest moment on a bike so far? That was this year winning 
the Dauphiné. That was one of the most special moments of my life, 
honestly.

What are you hoping to accomplish in 2015? I have similar goals as 
I’ve had in years past, but stepping it up a notch. Winning the Dauphiné 
showed me you don’t necessarily have to be the absolute best in the world 
to win, you just have to be prepared at every opportunity. At Dauphiné, I 
was fit, I was prepared and an opportunity arose, and we took it. I think 
at this point in my career we have to look for those opportunities. For me, 
Paris-Nice is a race I’ve been second at and it’s a special race to me, so 
that’s a big goal early on. And then I want to perform consistently well 
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His nickname is Pitbull. He surfs. Born in Miami, Florida, Andrew 
Talansky carries the weight of a future Grand Tour winner on 

his shoulders. After beating Alberto Contador in the final stage 
of the Dauphine to take the overall victory in 2014, Andrew 

moved up a few notches to a legitimate Grand Tour contender. 
After a disappointing Tour de France in 2014, he is looking 

forward to going back this July for some redemption.  
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throughout the year, but really it’s the Tour. I showed up this year in the 
best shape of my life, the team was incredible, and how I had to leave this 
year was a big disappointment for me and for the team. I want to go back 
there and put the good form to use and show everyone what we can do.

What’s the atmosphere like on Cannondale-Garmin Pro Cycling? I 
don’t have a lot else to compare it to! But, I can tell you, the atmosphere 
of the team is the reason I’ve stayed here. I signed on for two more years 
before the Tour de France, so when that finishes I will have been with 
this team for six years. It’s the team I first turned professional with. The 
atmosphere on this team has always been one of enjoyment. I think that 
is what allows us to do our job so well all year long from January all the 
way to Beijing [in October]. When you actually enjoy being with the guys 
off the bike, it makes it a lot easier to do the job on the bike, and I love 
that about being here.

There seems to be little drama on this team even with a few leaders? 
We do have several leaders. The tactic used to be more about sending 
three or four guys to a race and seeing who can do well. Now, going into 
the race, we know the focus is on one of us. We all go in knowing we 
have a Plan A and stick with that. The egos on this team are not as big as 
some others. It’s refreshing. You saw Ryder [Hesjedal] at the Dauphiné? I 
wouldn’t have won if he hadn’t been there and done what he did.

Are you pretty systematic about racing and training, or do you 
ride more from the heart? I’d say it’s two ways. As far as training goes, 
I’m very systematic and planned. I like the numbers and knowing where 
I am and what numbers I need to hit. When you get into a race, to be 
honest, I don’t look at the numbers during a race. If you have to be at the 
front, you have to be at the front, and you can either do it or you can’t.

Do you still get nervous lining up to race? At big races, yeah. The 
Tour de France, for sure.

Who do you call first after a race? My wife. She’s the first one who 
gets to hear about the whole day.

Can you sum up this team in one word? Camaraderie or selflessness.

Where does your nickname Pit bull come from? That’s 100 percent 
from Jonathan Vaughters. I really don’t know when he came up with 
it, but it was before the Vuelta in 2012. The name caught on with the 
Spanish fans and then it faded away for a while and I thought it was gone, 
and then it came back! It’s the gift that keeps on giving. Once I set my 
sights on a goal, I really don’t give up until I get it, so I think that’s where 
it comes from. I’m a little tenacious, maybe.

Your development as a rider seems to be pretty textbook? Yeah. 
Absolutely. When I started four years ago—it can sound cocky, but it is 
really what I wanted to do in the sport. The results this team is getting, and 
that I’m getting, it is a logical progression. Jonathan Vaughters invested 
in me and this team is helping me reach my goals. This has always been 
what you could call “the plan.”—to get to this level and keep progressing.

What do you love to do when your aren’t riding or racing? I love 
to surf. We usually go to Maui every year. That’s probably my favorite 
thing—that and being in Tahoe, being out on the lake.

“As far as training goes, I’m very systematic and planned. I like the 
numbers and knowing where I am and what numbers I need to hit.”
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PABLOVE ACROSS
AMERICA

AUSTIN, TEXAS – NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

NO RIDING TODAY. My legs ache in a familiar way. This ache means that I have 
used my legs in the service of others—children who I will never meet, but whom 
I know are suffering. Kids of fellow parents who have protected their sons and 
daughters from every tangible, conceivable danger in life. Except from this 
invisible invader called cancer. It’s kind of hard to protect your kid from discordant 
cellular activity. Our son Pablo was one of the 175,000 children diagnosed with 
cancer on planet Earth in 2008. That’s 174,999 + Pablo = 175,000. Every year on 
this planet, 175,000 children and their parents, siblings and friends—entire social 
ecosystems—suffer in an actual way.

Of course, all of the suffering we endured on Pablove Across America 2014 is 
merely a metaphor for the true suffering of others. Nothing more. I made a choice 
to suffer my way from Austin, Texas, to New Orleans. And I will continue making 
this choice until the day I die. But, first, I gotta take a day off to rest.

I am working hard at this resting stuff. As I lie on the sofa here in New Orleans 
this morning, David Bowie’s “Hunky Dory” album is playing on the speakers. 
There’s a cup of coffee in my hand, the front door is open, a light breeze is 
blowing through the house. The air that contributed to this breeze must have 
been somewhere near the equator only a day ago. Twenty seconds ago, this air 
was flowing over the mighty Mississippi River a few blocks to the west of our 
front door. And, soon enough, it will be in Jackson, Memphis, St. Louis, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, and on and on....

The riders of PAA rolled through the wide-open spaces of east Texas and southeast 
Louisiana sheathed in wind. Lots and lots of wind. Gulf wind. Vast columns of air 
traveling with velocity and purpose. Stuff that used to fill the sails of real-life 
pirates as they aimed their rudders to the lawless docks at Algiers, the riverside 
New Orleans neighborhood where my wife Jo Ann grew up. After seven days of 
riding in it, we know at least a little about this stuff: how to survive in it, how to 
duck our front wheels to the left or to the right, or right behind the wheel in front 
of us to get protection from it. How to thoroughly appreciate the miles that roll by 

when it’s at our backs ramming us down the roads, and how, in the end, we just 
get through it. Wind is assistance or it’s resistance. No matter what, it’s temporary 
stuff. There’s nothing permanent about it. It’s here, and then it’s gone. Just like 
life.

As Bowie’s playful song “Kooks” floats through all that air around me, my memory 
opens to the countless nights I sung this song to baby Pablo. In the dark, without 
Mick Ronson’s winsome acoustic guitar, devoid of backing vocals, I sang, “Don’t 
pick fights with the bullies or the cads, because I’m not much cop at punching 
other people’s dads.” This song always felt just right to me, even if my singing 
voice was better suited for being a rock manager than a front man. The poor kid 
must have wondered what he’d gotten himself into being born to this papa. As 
Pablo got older, he would ask me to play “Life on Mars”—the line “Mickey Mouse 
has grown up a cow” always revved him up! We figured that Pablo loved “Life on 
Mars” more than just about any other song he ever heard.

It’s so nice to know that Jo Ann and I were able to witness our little boy succumb 
to the thrall of a song. Because like all that Gulf air that just goes and goes and 
goes through his beloved city of New Orleans, Pablo’s life blew by so, so fast. Six 
years and six days: 2,196 days. You have no idea how little time that is until you 
are kneeling on grass, talking to your son through a brass tombstone.

I had no idea how to be a parent. I just followed Jo Ann—the best mommy I 
have ever met. I have no idea how to ride a bike. I just follow the wheels of my 
friends. They keep me going, they keep me laughing, they keep reminding me 
that helping others is how I honor the memory of Pablo.

Please help me help kids with cancer by donating to my Pablove Across America 
page: www.classy.org/pablovejeff. I thank you in advance, and if you’ve already 
contributed I thank you for your support.

Jeff Castelaz, Co-founder, Pablove Across America
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PABLOVE ACROSS AMERICA took place 
October 17-24, 2014. It took 20 riders from 
Austin, Texas to New Orleans, Louisiana and 
covered more than 650 miles and raised more 
than $200,000 to fight childhood cancer. 
Cannondale proudly supported this journey.



WARM, DRY, SAFE
HALF-DOZEN SELECTS FROM THE SUGOI AND CANNONDALE WINTER CLOTHING LINE

1. SUGOI ZAP SHOE COVER. Sugoi has invested many of its accessories 
with new Pixel reflective fabric, including Zap shoe covers. If you aren’t 
ready for a fully reflective jacket like the Zap Jacket, these shoe covers 
will keep your feet dry and warm while providing incredible visibility. 
With an offset zip, they are comfortable against the Achilles tendon as 
well. $75

2. SUGOI ZAP JACKET. It doesn’t matter how warm, dry or comfortable 
you are if you aren’t safe. Sugoi’s new jacket has fabric, seams, zip and 
a dropped tail, all designed to keep you dry in a deluge, and a fit that is 
perfectly in tune with the riding position—but it has an incredible trick up 
its sleeve to keep you safe. When hit with light, the entire jacket, made of 
new Pixel fabric, illuminates like it’s covered in a million LEDs, blowing 
away the reflective highlights typical of most jackets. $150

3. SUGOI RS BASE LAYER. Available in short sleeve or sleeveless, Sugoi’s 
series of RS base layers are designed to regulate your body temperature 
under your jersey. They wick moisture from your skin and transfer it 
to the outside of the fabric so it can quickly evaporate. With Energ-Ice 
reactive thermal technology, the fabric actually responds by cooling your 
skin when it senses you are heating up. $55/$60

4. SUGOI RS ZERO LS JERSEY. Part of Sugoi’s legendary RS collection, 
the Zero Long Sleeve is a thermal jersey made with soft-shell Firewall 
180. The jersey uses Firewall 180 on the chest and arm panels to protect 
your leading edge from water and wind, with mid-zero thermal fabric on 
the back to allow ventilation when the pace gets high. This construction 
and the jersey’s pro fit make it the ultimate apparel for aggressive cold-
weather riding. $130

5. SUGOI RS SUBZERO BIB SHORTS. Pairing perfectly with the RS 
Zero Long Sleeve jersey, the RS SubZero Bibs use more Firewall 180 
for waterproofing thighs, and SubZero DWR fabric for cozy thermal 
protection, a water resistant exterior, and four-way stretch everywhere 
else. Sugoi’s Formula FX chamois provides all-day, low-profile comfort. 
$180

6. CANNONDALE CLOUDBURST RAIN PANT. When the skies open up 
and you want to keep riding Cloudburst Rain pants need to be in your 
wardrobe. With fully taped seams and a combination of waterproof fabric 
with an extra waterproofing treatment on the surface the Cloudburst 
Rain pants set a new wet riding standard. Zipprered ankles make them 
easy to peel off when the riding is done. $125
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THE STABLE
CANNONDALE SUPERSIX EVO HI-MOD, SLICE RS AND SYNAPSE

The SuperSix EVO Hi-MOD
The majority of the Cannondale-Garmin team’s miles this season will be 
on the SuperSix EVO Hi-MOD. Already victory-proven in Grand Tours, 
the high mountains, bunch sprints and lone escapes, the SuperSix EVO 
Hi-MOD simply excels on any terrain. It’s not only a bike that has been 
crowned “The best bike in the world” by the data-crazed engineers at 
Germany’s Tour magazine, but it is the ultimate example of Cannondale’s 
world famous “ride quality.”

Cannondale ride quality has always delivered a lively response at the 
pedals, scintillating handling, and an ability to communicate exactly 
what is happening at the contact patch without betraying ride comfort. 
It’s ride quality that every manufacturer strives for, but only Cannondale 
has achieved in carbon—and what carbon it is! The SuperSix EVO Hi-
MOD weighs only 695 grams and is the current stiffness-to-weight 
benchmark for all production road frames. Lightweight, power transfer 
and compliance were created without sacrificing durability thanks to 
BallisTec carbon. Originally created for bulletproof vests, this unique 
carbon invests the SuperSix EVO Hi-MOD with incredible impact 
resistance and long-term durability.

Imagine Dan Martin attacking the lead group on the final climb of an 
Ardennes classic, or Alex Howes finishing off a tough day at the USA Pro 
Cycling Challenge with a big sprint on a SuperSix EVO Hi-MOD, and you 
get an idea of just how powerful these riders, on this bike, will be. The 
SuperSix EVO Hi-MOD has had an incredible career atop the world of 
professional cycling, but that all may simply be the hors d’oeuvre to its 
greatest year yet with the 2015 Cannondale-Garmin Pro Cycling team.

The SLICE RS
For riders who pride themselves on TT performance, the SLICE RS, already 
victorious on the WorldTour, will be a potent ally. “Narrow is Aero” was 
the motto when designing the SLICE RS and no bike on the WorldTour 
comes closer to disappearing from the wind at the supersonic speeds of 
pro time trials. The bayonet front end with no steer tube is the narrowest 
in the peloton, yet stiff enough to handle tight and technical TTs. The seat 
tube has been taken to the absolute minimum width possible, making it 
the narrowest aero section on the WorldTour. Cannondale also solved a 
problem most manufacturers didn’t even know existed. Hidden behind 
the seat tube is a channel designed to stop the buildup of air pressure 
behind the rear wheel.
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The union of the Cannondale and Garmin teams is much more 
than two big sponsors pooling resources; it represents the greatest 
synergy of bikes and riders on the UCI WorldTour. The climbers, 

sprinters, time trialists and classics’ hard men of Cannondale-
Garmin Pro Cycling will have the luxury of choosing their weapons 

from a stable that represents the best technology for any race.
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Cannondale’s AERO SAVE technology and fit-friendly design ensure that 
riders cannot only put down big power comfortably, but also have the bike-
handling ability to dissect the tricky European TT courses at maximum 
speed. Whether it’s defending a GC lead at a Grand Tour or torching a team 
time trial for the win, the SLICE RS represents a huge advantage for riders 
like Martin, Ryder Hesjedal and Andrew Talansky—men aiming to win the 
biggest races in the world.

The Synapse
The Classics present a dilemma, not just for the rider, but for the bicycle 
too. The Cannondale-Garmin team’s Sebastian Langeveld is looking for a 
breakout classics win and he’ll need a steed that can protect him on the 
cobbles and thread narrow farm lanes, yet still deliver big power instantly 
when it’s time to shred the field, attack a muur or sprint for the line. The 
Synapse is that steed.

Cannondale ensured confidence in the face of challenging terrain with a 
slightly relaxed position the company calls S.E.R.G. (Synapse Endurance 
Race Geometry)—which is slightly taller and slightly longer than an 
SuperSix EVO Hi-MOD. A new 73mm-wide bottom bracket and split seat 
tube provide a rock-solid platform for delivering the massive watts required 
at the classics, and SAVE PLUS micro-suspension ensures that the rider is 
not only comfortable in the saddle, but also that the rear wheel stays glued 
to the ground and effectively spends those watts on forward movement—
regardless of the turmoil at the road surface. The Synapse’s stays are 
flattened for carefully controlled vertical flex like the traditional SAVE, but 
Cannondale has also twisted the stays. This requires carbon fibers longer 
than the stays themselves, which improves damping. A narrow, 1-inch 
diameter seat post and SAVE PLUS features in the fork also help keep the 
ride smooth.

In the Cannondale Synapse, Langeveld, Jack Bauer, Ted King, Alan 
Marangoni and the rest of the classics squad have a bike designed 
specifically for the unique demands of the northern classics—the mixed 
road surfaces, massive kilometers, cruel weather and aggressive racing. 
The Synapse is no hot-rodded weekend warrior’s bike, it is a race machine 
tuned for endurance and it’s a distinction that will not be lost on the riders 
of Cannondale-Garmin Pro Cycling.
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“The Synapse is no hot-rodded 
weekend warrior’s bike...”
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DAVI MILLSAPS

How old were you when you got your first motorcycle? I was 
three years old when I started riding motorcycles. I got my first bike for 
Christmas. Within a month of riding, I started racing.

When did you win your first race? I want to say I was four. It was at a 
local track in Orlando.

Is that a normal age to start? It is normal nowadays. They still have a 
4-6 age group, but it wasn’t that normal back then.

Tell us about turning pro in 2004 at age 15? Actually, when I went 
pro, I had to miss the first race because I was too young. I turned 16 on 
Sunday and the first race was on a Saturday, so I missed it by a day. I was 
able to race the following weekend. It was definitely different being so 
young coming in. There was a lot of hype around me turning pro. I think 
I put a lot of pressure on myself and everyone else did as well. It didn’t 
go so well until midway through the season when I cracked the podium. 
I did it a couple more times and then the following year I won the first 
round.

Have you always used cycling as a training tool? Cycling for me 
came into the picture at the end of 2005, 2006. I still rode during my 

amateur days, but I didn’t have a road bike until 2003. For me to go 18 
miles was a big deal back then, and we did it on mountain bikes. In 2005, 
I started riding seriously.

What’s a big day on the bike for you? I’ve done a couple of centuries, 
and that’s a lot. I don’t enjoy doing 100 miles! On average, I think 50 miles 
is a good number for me.

Do many young motocross racers have trainers encouraging them 
to ride bicycles? Yes. I think the biggest benefit is when we ride our dirt 
bikes, we are using our entire body at threshold and need to be anaerobic, 
and it’s really hard to duplicate that. The best way to get to that threshold 
is on a bicycle. For me, I can’t run, so cycling is where it’s at. You can 
build a big base on a bicycle and it gives you the endurance to be able to 
do the long motos on a dirt bike. You can’t have one without the other in 
my opinion.

Your 2013 season was a good one, but 2014 was pretty much 
injury and recovery, right? I wasn’t on the track that much in 2014. I 
had a recurrent injury that wouldn’t go away and had four surgeries: both 
knees, ankle, femur and foot. I did a lot of mountain bike races to stay as 
fit as I could. I just rode a lot and built my base up in my time off.
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He came into the world of motocross a heralded amateur with a 
huge future ahead of him. After multiple injuries the past season, 
he had to sit out almost 18-months recovering and now is on one 
of the most powerful teams in the industry. His first race back in 
2014 was in Las Vegas at the Monster Energy Cup. He won 
the overall shocking his competitors and himself. The Monster 
Energy Kawasaki rider from Murrieta, CA is also a cyclist. 
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Congrats on the new Monster Energy Kawasaki contract and your new team. Is there a lot of pressure 
on you to perform? Of course there’s pressure. The team has won the last six out of eight titles. I almost welcome 
the pressure. It makes me want to go out and do my best every time. I love the team. I love the bike. I’m very 
thankful to have this opportunity especially being off the bike for 18 months. In this sport, when you are out of 
sight, you are out of mind. So, for me to have this opportunity to be on such a great team, I’m definitely thankful.

Your first race back from injury you won a title for your new team? Yes. I was going to Las Vegas just to 
race and get out on the track again. It was just something to get back into it and I ended up winning. I knew I could 
win, but I didn’t know it would be that soon. It was a fun night and I definitely surprised myself.

Most people don’t understand the physical demands of racing motorcycles. Can you walk us through 
an average training day? It varies day to day, based off of heart rate and how I feel. On an average day, I wake 
up, ride for a couple or hours on the track, come home, do a bike ride, then head to the gym, then do yoga or get a 
massage. It’s definitely a 9-5 job, if not more. At the end of the day we are at threshold every time we are out on a 
dirt bike. People don’t understand the demand that puts on your body. We are averaging a 180-bpm heart rate for 
35 minutes! It’s a hard thing to do.

Do you follow professional cycling? Who doesn’t follow the Tour de France? It’s on a little too early for me to 
catch all of it in the mornings, but I try to stay up with it as much as I can!

Do you prefer riding mountain bikes or riding on the road? I really enjoy mountain biking, the descents 
more than the climbs! I just enjoy a really cool singletrack. That’s hard to beat. It makes it all worth the pain and 
suffering.

Tell us about your bike collection? I’d have a lot more bikes if my wife would let me. I like to have every bike in 
the lineup. If it were my choice I’d have the SuperSix EVO Hi-MOD, the Synapse, Slice, Trigger, Jeckyll, Flash and 
Scalpel! But, for now, I have the Scalpel, The EVO and the trusty tandem.

Do you think you would ever race bicycles for a living? I’ve raced mountain bikes before, but those guys are 
just too fast! My trainer will beat me by 25 minutes. There’s no way I could go Cat. 1. I’d have to dedicate myself 
and be super-skinny and look unhealthy to keep up with those guys. That’s just not me. I enjoy my food. I enjoy 
racing but don’t see myself pursuing professional racing.

You have a few nicknames: Duke and Big Bear? Duke is actually my middle name. I got it from my Grandpa. 
He got it from boxing in the army. Some people call me Duke, some people call me Big Bear. I’ve never had one 
nickname that has stuck.

Any advice to young kids who want to be the next Davi Millsaps? I would tell them to aim to be better 
than me. I feel like I could have been a lot better myself, if I had done the things I should have done for the time 
span. We are only racing 10, 11 years out of our life. If I would have trained harder, I feel like I would be farther 
along than I am now. I would tell them to dedicate themselves. If you don’t, then you aren’t going to go far. I 
know it doesn’t sound like that much of a speech. If they shadowed me today, or at age 13 on, they would see the 
dedication. Better late than never! I still have five years left to do it.

PH
O

TO
: B

EN
 E

DW
AR

DS

PLAY

http://www.pelotonmagazine-digital.com/pelotonmagazine/gazette012015/TrackLink.action?pageName=26&exitLink=javascript%3AopenPopup%28%27youtu_1420817246706%27%29


URBAN RACE
EMBRACE THE URBAN LANDSCAPE, JUST BE PREPARED

1. CANNONDALE QUICK CARBON 1. Who says urban bikes need to 
be heavy, one-trick ponies? Cannondale’s Quick Carbon 1 puts all of 
Cannondale’s formidable carbon expertise into a ride perfect for the 
city. Its upright position, light-and-lively performance, flat bars and disc 
brakes will have you getting faster to work, the café…or even the end of 
a century ride. $2,060

2. FULLSITE FRONT AND REAR LIGHT COMBO. The urban jungle 
can be a dangerous place, but it’s a lot less dangerous when all those 
stressed-out drivers can see you. Cannondale’s Fullsite Combo puts two 
lights—a bright red rear light and bright white front light—in a single kit 
to keep you visible. Easily attached to your seat post and bars, with long 
burn times to get you to and from work, the bar or the grocery store, the 
Fullsite Combo is mandatory urban gear. $45

2. CANNONDALE BAD BOY 1. Sometimes the name does say it all. 
This matte-black urban vehicle is as functional as it is fashionable. Light 
Smartformed alloy and HeadShok suspension, along with an aggressive 
geometry in tune with the quick and crisp handling needed on the streets, 
make the Bad Boy 1 the ultimate ride for urban athletes who prize style 
and performance. $1,840

4. AIR SPEED PLUS MINI PUMP. The Air Speed Plus is not your typical 
mini-pump. It’s small enough to slip in a messenger bag but still tough 
enough to inflate a tire quickly and easily on the roadside. With a 
separate, flexible hose the Airspeed lets you deliver high pressure without 
risking a broken valve stem. Lightweight alloy, with Schrader and Presta 
compatibility, the Airspeed is a must-have for the urban adventurer. $50

5. CANNONDALE CONTRO 3. The city bike, reinvented. The Contro 
3 places everything a savvy urban rider needs—integrated racks and 
fenders, kickstand, burly construction, lightweight durable alloy frame, 
disc brakes and comfortable position—in a single gorgeous package. It’s 
no wonder the Contro 3 is prized among Europeans who know a thing or 
two about city riding—the bike won a 2014 Eurobike award. $1,410

6. QUICK CITY TECH QR HANDLEBAR BAG. When your gear exceeds 
your messenger bag’s size, or you just don’t like to ride with a bag around 
your shoulder, the City Tech QR Handlebar Bag is the solution. It has a 
padded tablet sleeve, water-resistant 600D nylon construction, a zippered 
external pocket and a quick-release handlebar mount that doubles as 
a touch-friendly smart phone mount. Off the bike, the bag turns into a 
stylish messenger bag with a removable shoulder strap. $100
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BEING
BEN CRUZ
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A protégé of Mark Weir, Ben 
Cruz lives in Novato, California, 
and is known for his raw talent 
and creative approach to life 
and racing mountain bikes. A 
key member of Cannondale’s 

OverMountain team, Ben Cruz 
III (yes, that’s his full name) 

approaches professional riding 
in a distinct way. We caught 
up with him at home to learn 
more about his riding and 
unique training methods.
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Walk us through a typical day for you this time of year? Most 
mornings I’m woken up by my dog scratching at the door. I roll out of 
bed and try to let her out without tripping over foreign objects strewn 
about the garage floor. If the weather is good, I plan my assault on the 
day on the bike or moto. If it looks a bit iffy, the files come out and the 
saw blades and shovels get a nice new edge and, regardless, the pack 
goes on and I head for the hills. Some days, I need to act like a normal 
person and handle errands and emails but I tend to find any excuse to 
get out and put those things off until the sun sets!

Can you let us know your winter training schedule and how you 
stay fit this time of year? My training schedule is a little different than 
most during the off-season, winter months. I never do any gym stuff or 
structured workouts. I just go to where I am happy. I go into the woods 
to stay strong. The start of the off-season this year, I spent over a month 
deer and bear hunting every day in Mendocino and Humboldt County. 
There were multiple days where I was hiking up to 15 miles at over 10k 
of elevation gain with a 35-pound pack. If that doesn’t keep you in shape 
I don’t know what will!

Now, I’m back on the bike a bit more but most of my days are spent 
digging trail. During these long winter months it’s hard for me not to 
become addicted to my shovel. The weather isn’t the best for riding and 
the brown-sugar, hero dirt is just begging to be abused.

What are your main objective/goals for 2015? I want to try to 
accomplish a whole season injury free. It’s something that everyone 
wants, but it’s proven to be a lot harder for me than anticipated. I’m 
going into the season with a good fitness but want to make sure I don’t 
burn out and can build results throughout the season.

What music are you listening to right now? For some reason at 
this second, The Super Suckers are playing in my garage. Lately my 

go-to has been Iron Maiden while shredding, and some reggae while 
climbing to keep good vibes.

Off the bike, what other sports or activities are you into? Fishing, 
hunting, hiking, kayaking, motoing, felling trees, trail work, 4wheelin...
basically anything outdoors. 

Describe your relationship with Mark Weir. Do you guys ride 
together often? Well, to start it off, Mark and me have a no-touching 
clause. He pinched a nerve in my spine once, but I fractured his jaw 
and broke a couple of his ribs. There has been some very questionable 
late-night-wrestling situations to add to the list as well. It’s just safer for 
general health if we don’t make physical contact. At the end of all the 
shenanigans, he is one of the few people that knows more about me 
then I do myself. He has always piled the stones for me to do as I want 
with, but made sure that I turned that pile into a path only I can create.

We ride from time to time but he is on an early-wake-up program. I 
try to get out with him, but before-sunrise departures are not on my 
agenda.

Tell us something most people don’t know about Ben Cruz? 
I’m actually Ben Cruz the third. My dad and grandpa just really liked 
themselves and had to pass that [name] on. Maybe one day I’ll do the 
same but the thought of that makes me squirm in my shorts a little.

What bike/s are you riding now? The 2015 Jekyll equipped with a 
Lefty SuperMax 160, 2015 Trigger also sporting the same 160 SuperMax. 
Those are my two go-to weapons. They are what I call “everyday bikes.” 
I also have a SuperX CX bike I like to play around on.
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2015 CANNONDALE SUPERX
SuperX Hi-MOD SRAM Red Disc: $5,960

SuperX SRAM CX1 Disc: $3,790
SuperX SRAM Rival Disc: $2,710

SuperX Black Inc. Frameset: $3,500



BETWEEN THE TAPE
THE CANNONDALE SUPERX

Cyclocross, the dirty discipline. It comes with its own unique set of 
challenges. You are either drilling it, perched on the front of your 
saddle delivering as much power as you possibly can, or hard on the 
brakes fighting for traction as you thread the needle through tight and 
technical turns. This is of course if you aren’t shouldering your bike 
to run up stairs, jump over barriers or slog through ankle-deep mud. 
There is no rest—there’s no sitting-in! You have only one friend between 
the tape and your bike, and you had better be able to depend on it. Well, 
’cross racer, meet the SuperX….

The Cannondale SuperX is loaded with features that make it a fast 
friend. Two signature Cannondale technologies, once applied to 
the SuperX, proved so successful it seems as if they were designed 
specifically for ’cross.

First of these technologies is Speed SAVE vibration elimination. Using 
chain stays with a flattened cross section and very sophisticated lay-up, 
the stays deflect shock with a tiny bit of vertical “travel” like a micro 
rear suspension. Limiting this deflection to the vertical plane allows 
Cannondale to make the stays as laterally stiff as it wants for power 
transfer. The result is a rear end that not only deflects harsh course 

conditions, but also keeps the rear wheel on the dirt for better power 
transfer and bike handling.

The second stand-out technology is BallisTec carbon. Incredibly tough, 
it allowed Cannondale to go light with the bike, under 1,500 grams 
for fork and frame, making it a light load to shoulder. Yet it retains 
durability, impact resistance, power transfer and a beautiful ride quality.

The bike’s geometry is equally attuned to the demands of ’cross. The 
bottom bracket is 6.7mm for a low center of gravity, which provides 
a stable, planted feeling as well as making it easier to mount and 
dismount. The SuperX also loves the mud with plenty of clearance, 
which gives it the ability to run high volume tires—40mm’s fit nicely.

The SuperX is undoubtedly the most successful ’cross bike in North 
America since its debut, with national titles, UCI race wins and USGP 
victories, but the bike does much more than that. The rider craving 
gravel or dirt-road adventure will become fast friends with the SuperX 
as well. The wide tire clearance is prefect for deep gravel, and for 2015 
every SuperX in the line comes with disc brakes for control in the most 
challenging situations.
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KEEPING ‘CROSS WEIRD

It’s only fitting, then, that January’s 2015 U.S. National Championships is 
set to take up residence in Austin, Texas, a city recognized worldwide for 
a self-identified weirdness perpetuated by its own unofficial motto: “Keep 
Austin Weird.”

Following the 2014 nationals at Boulder, Colorado’s Valmont Bike Park, 
this year’s event will witness the race’s return to Austin’s Zilker Park after 
a 37-year hiatus dating back to the early days of cyclocross in this country. 
While the sport’s history in the U.S. is still in its infancy by European 
standards—the first ’cross races in the States weren’t held until the mid-
1970s—much has changed since a ’cross nationals last visited the Lone 
Star state. Now home to a vibrant cycling scene, Austin lays claim to no 
less than half of the state’s custom frame builders.

As for ’cross, recent years have seen an enormous groundswell of 
popularity, punctuated quite memorably in 2014, when the UCI World 
Championships traded cans of Jupiler for bottles of Kentucky’s finest. 
While the Austin locale may necessitate a switch to Shiner Bock as 
this year’s spectating fuel of choice, fans will no doubt have all eyes on 
defending champion Jeremy Powers after his recent performances on the 
UCI World Cup circuit—including a top-10 finish at the season opener—
pointing to some exceptional form.

With injuries plaguing the rest of last year’s podium, predicting the 
makeup of 2015’s top three can be met with no small amount of uncertainty. 

Cannondale p/b Cyclocrossworld.com rider Ryan Trebon will be left to 
find out if his road to recovery has led him in the right direction after 
missing much of the season due to several broken ribs and vertebrae 
suffered in a preseason warm-up race.

Teammate Tim Johnson has also suffered setbacks this year, having to deal 
with recurring back spasms throughout the season and leaving a question 
mark surrounding his performance, while opening up opportunities for 
other riders, including Jamey Driscoll (Raleigh-Clement), who has been 
enjoying plenty of early-season success, and ever-present contender and 
former champion, Jonathan Page.

In the women’s race, Katie Compton will toe the line to chase her 
11th straight national title, though she’ll be challenged this year by an 
impressive field led by Cannondale’s Katie Antonneau and California 
Giant’s Rachel Lloyd.

While the move to Austin means riders won’t have to deal with the snow 
and frigid temperatures normally present at ’cross nationals, they will 
have to contend with something Austinites know as “Cedar Fever.” 
With enough sneezing power to make ragweed quiver, from December 
to February, the pollen of the ashe juniper has over-the-counter anti-
histamines running for the hills. True to form, it’s just one more reason 
Austin should have no trouble keeping cyclocross weird at this year’s 
national championships.
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Attracting a fan base quite unlike any of cycling’s other disciplines, 
’cross finds favor with a rather different bunch here in the States. 

It’s really not a total surprise though—finding fun in horrible 
conditions and grueling all-out efforts certainly invites a few labels.

“Weird” is one that comes to mind.

AUSTIN, TEXAS HOSTS THE 2015 CYCLOCROSS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

http://www.pelotonmagazine-digital.com/pelotonmagazine/gazette012015/TrackLink.action?pageName=35&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FCyclocrossworld.com
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